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Dear Brother Oblates,
As Christians and consecrated religious, we firmly believe that God is
uniquely blessing us with immense grace and peace in and through our celebrations; that we may have the grace and power of God to live our vocation
faithfully. One of the ways we vividly experience them is through our significant celebrations in our lives. As Oblates, our life is part of the significant
events of our province and the Oblates. Thus, our province is rejoicing with
a privilege to welcome four of our brothers, namely, Antony David Raj, Sumit Tirkey, Nirmal Tirkey, and Rathis Babin, who made their Perpetual Oblation and received Ordination to the transitional diaconate in December
2020. These events indicate to us signs of God’s providential care.
The origins of religious and monastic life help us understand that our
form of life have always emerged to challenge the society to return to its
origin when it is rapidly moving towards darkness and disorder. Our historical context of the aftermath of the French Revolution could reveal that the
society and the Church needed our way of life. Our way of life is not an easy
task. It demanded a radical form of a sacrificial life that many could not subscribe to, and it is same condition in the present time as well. Hence, we can
be aware that our form of life demands total dedication, commitment, and
perseverance, if we want to make a difference in the society.
Our founder was an embodiment of these qualities; hence, many
flocked to join him so that they could do the same as well. Thus, the Oblate
presence around the world reveals that his legacy has reached across continents. In the name of St. Eugene, Oblates have contributed abundantly to the
wellbeing of the Church. The Church celebrates him by having raised him to
the state of sainthood so also, we celebrate him. Presently, As Oblates, we
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are delighted to celebrate the Silver Jubilee year of St. Eugene’s Canonization December 1995-2020. It is a real joy to all of us that our founder continues to inspire the Oblates and all the faithful people in the Church.
St. Eugene’s unwavering commitment serves as the ultimate model to us. As
committed missionaries, when we reflect upon society today, it begs for a
commitment from people because commitment has become a hard task for
people. Temporary contracts have rushed into people's lives, and the new
work culture has penetrated the minds and heart of the people of a contract
-based lifestyle. Hence, we can easily observe that people are gradually beginning to walk away from permanent commitments. Even if they are not
doing it right away, there is an unhealthy formation in their minds to follow
soon.
As a result of such mindsets, we begin to see a decline in married life, religious vocation, and even in many other secular professions. As Oblates, we
stand in society's margins to direct people back to the truth. Our work is
not any different from our Lord Jesus, who stood in the Jewish society's
margins, and challenged the centers of power and manipulation.
Today, we need to stand like Jesus on the margins of our society to challenge and direct the people to integrity and value-filled lifestyle. It is alarming that our young generation is beginning to display less or no interest in
building and protecting the integrity and oneness of the society. It is apparent that such an attitude can rapidly destroy the integrity and ordered life
of the society. As religious, we have the greater responsibility to direct people back to authentic living by our commitment and good living. Our founder lived a committed life and value-filled life. He is inviting us to live and
demanding us to be examples to people.
By doing that, we can protect the integrity of society and lead people to
God, who is the source and summit of all that we do in the Church and Society.
Fr. Chinnappan SANDHAPPAN, OMI
Provincial Superior, St. Eugene Province, India
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SUPERIOR GENERAL’S MESSAGE

MISSIONARY OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE
The Superior General
Casa Generalizia – Via Aurelia, 290 – 00165 Roma, Italia
Phone: (39.06) 39.87.71 – Email: lougen@omigen.org
L.J.C. et M.I.
The Letter of Superior General to the Congregation on the Anniversary of the Papal
Approval of the Constitutions and Rules
– February 17, 2021

Dear Oblates,
Pope Leo XII formally approved our Constitutions and Rules on February 17, 1826. To this day, revised and adapted over the past 195 years, they
remain "a privileged means for each Oblate to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ "(C # 163). The Preface to the CCRR expresses the vision that
burned in Eugene's heart: motivated by his love for Christ, he called together others who would embrace a life of holiness, announcing Christ to the
poor and working to rebuild the Church. The virtuous life of those preachers
was essential to effective evangelization.
This year, February 17th falls on Ash Wednesday, and we will celebrate
our feast day on Tuesday, February 16th. All over the world marked by the
pandemic, we will gather as best we can to give thanks for the grace of our
vocation. The COVID-19 virus has been an occasion to see the Oblate charism, with its great flexibility and focus on the urgent needs of the people,
rising to the occasion to respond with unmeasured zeal. Oblates have found
creative ways to minister spiritually, as well as assisting many people in
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their material needs.
With our collaborators and Associates, we have provided needed financial help for the unemployed and for essential needs such as rent, food,
water, medicines, cleaning needs, gloves, masks, and even some lodging. Together with the Treasurer General's office, the Office of Oblate Mission Sustainability and Global Oblate Fundraisers have assisted many Units in reaching out to the most vul-nerable sectors of society at this time.
OMIWORLD.ORG has been publishing the many creative efforts that Oblates
have developed to attend to the needs of the people we serve.
Along with the poor and with all humanity, we too have suffered the
same rou-tines and precariousness of life: wearing masks even within our
residences, constantly washing our hands, restricting our movements and
following social-distancing, adapting to isolation and quarantine; we too
have contracted COVID-19, and a considerable number of our brothers and
sisters who live the Oblate charism have died. We are adjusting to the situation which evolves day by day: we move ahead one step with the development of vaccines; then, une-ven availability and confusion. New strains of
the virus appear; more uncertainty. And on and on. We are blessed that a
dimension of our charism is missionary flexibility and adaptability as we
consider new approaches to our life and ministry.
The pandemic is helping us see more clearly what is essential in life.
The Spirit speaks to us in the signs of the times of this pandemic and enriches our missionary lives.
- Our faith is deepened as we affirm God is right alongside us in this
mess. We know that, with God, all things work together for the good of
those who love Him. Nothing is outside of God's creative ability to bring
good from it. We believe this and we renew our oblation to live for the
Reign of God.
- The pandemic has made us aware of our common vulnerability. No
sector of humanity, no state, no global corporation controls the world.
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Armies do not regulate borders as the virus travels around the world.
St. Eugene knew the wisdom and power of the cross. With courage and
humility, we embrace our vulnerability and we gain wisdom and
strength.
- The pandemic, with its isolation and distancing, has provided the opportunity to draw closer together. Both in religious traditions and secular life, we have discovered a new sense of solidarity and care for one
another. The pandemic has reminded us that our missionary life must
be based on apostolic community accompanied by prayer and the
vowed life. Already in 1816, when Fr. De Mazenod called together Fr.
Tempier and his other companions, he was convinced of this.
- We have to ask ourselves whether we too are caught up in the conversation around 'returning to normal,' or the 'new normal,' etc. This
ignores the reality that the majority of the people in the world have
never experienced the concept of 'normal' being spoken of. The peo-ple
we serve around the globe live without water, without the mini-mum of
necessary food, without medical care, etc. The pandemic must open the
eyes of the world to the great injustice that the majori-ty of earth's people never have enjoyed a so-called 'normal' life.
- The pandemic has helped us become more aware that consumerism
and materialism generate poverty and destroy the environment. These
idols of society must be exchanged for a concern for the com-mon
good, expressed in caring for the poor and for our common home.
In the local community in which I am living at this time, six Oblate residents died during Advent. This was a journey through fear and anxiety,
deep sorrow and pain. We recognized we were living what the rest of humanity was going through with the pandemic. The greatest pain we felt
came from being sepa-rated from our brother Oblates as they lay dying. The
Superior, Fr. John Hanley, geared up in hospital gown, gloves, shoe coverings, mask and visor. He crossed borders to go into the corridor that was
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infested with the virus in order to anoint our brothers. He was a missionary
within our community, risking his health to minster to the dying.
Many Oblates and our collaborators did the same around the world.
Our grati-tude goes out to all of you who left nothing undared for the Reign
of God! Thank you!
One very practical note: the 2nd Oblate Lay Associations Congress (2
OLAC 21) has been rescheduled from July 2021 to a date in 2022 to ensure
the maximum of participation for all who live the Oblate charism around the
world. The change of date will also provide for better preparation and enhance the experi-ence of the Congress as well as its outcome. Please expect
to hear the exact date from the Committee very soon.
As we give thanks for the beauty of our vocation, I ask you to pray and
work for vocations. Don't miss the opportunity to invite others to live the
Oblate charism! We pray to Our Lady, Mary Immaculate, to deepen within us
the capacity to in-vite and accompany vocations to Oblate life and to the
many ways of life asso-ciated with the charism. During this special year dedicated to St. Joseph, we turn to his intercession as our secondary patron and
as the patron of Oblate Brothers to be our intercessor in following in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ.
Happy feast day!
Father Louis Lougen, OMI
Superior General
Tewksbury, MA, USA
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FROM TREASURER’S DESK
I. NEW SOCIETIES/TRUSTS REGISTERED AND UNER PROCESS
Sivagangai OMI Society – has been registered with the registrar office
for Trust/Societies at Sivagangai. We will now cluster the units in Kombadimadurai, Dindigul and T.Pettai. We sincerely thank the fathers Benedict and the community at Kombadimadurai for assisting in these procedures.
II. LOCAL INCOME ACCOUNT JUNE – NOVEMBER 2020
S.No

Mission/Persons

Purpose

1

Provincial House/
Fr.S.Chinnappan, Provincial

Mass Intention

Amount
Received
2,000.00

2

Provincial House /Fr.Varam
Anthonyswamy

Mass Intention

500.00

3

Provincial House

1,100.00

4

Fr.A.E.Jeevaratnam

Income from
Veg. Garden
First Formation
Fund

1,00,000.00

III. SOCIETY/FOUNDATION AND TRUST AUDITS:
1. We completed well the audit of our Communities/Schools in the North East
(ASSAM & MEGHALYA).
2. The Accounts of our Schools and communities in WEST BENGAL were audited in the last week of January and first week of February 2021. The auditing
of our schools and communities in AP will be done soon.
3. Auditor headed by Mr.Ashish Agarwal, from WB, auditor for the archdiocese will do the needful. Kindly render your full cooperation to him
and to his team. He is on this number for any clarification: 90389
66010 and his email ID is: ashis.a4@radsco.in
4. Therefore the administrators, with the help of your correspondents,
principals in the respective units, kindly prepare your accounts and keep
them ready and he will give you the schedule to visit your unit.
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IV. AFTER THE AUDIT, THE AUDITORS STRICTLY REQUESTED US TO
FOLLOW POINTS MENTIONED HERE BELOW:
1. Kindly don’t get estimate, order memo, memo and quotation, which
are not accepted. If you happen to get for a small amount you need to
attach it with a voucher duly signed.
2. Kindly get cash bills/GST bills with due name titles as you function
with one of our societies or Trusts – such as Society of St. Paul’s Seminary College, EMMA Trust, etc.
3. When we write travel expenditures, we do not simply write ‘travel’,
but we write travel from where to where and return from where to
where and its purpose. Tickets are to be attached to the vouchers.
4. On the vouchers, the recipient’s address and phone numbers have to
be clearly and legibly written.
5. When you receive medical bills, you need to write your name clearly
on the bills or the Society or Trust name.
6. Kindly avoid using personal accounts to receive your Congrua from
the diocese and receive either through the parish account or society/
trust local accounts only.
V. CONSTRUCTIONS
1. Tailoring Center: Tailoring center with facilities is being constructed
in the premises of Balapala Parish to cater to the poor folks around both
Christians and non-Christians in the surrounding vicinity by Fr.Sagayaraj
with the help received.

Tailoring center under construction in Balapala parish
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2. Renovation of presbytery & Compound walls:
Bangarapet, Archdiocese of Bengaluru
The renovation work of the
presbytery and the damaged compound wall are in progress. Earlier
with the visit of the archbishop, Oblate fathers were made to understand that the diocese will do the
renovation. However, later, the diocese was not willing to do it, so the Oblates approached the parishioners
for support. While the parishioners have contributed their share for the
renovation, the major portion has been contributed by Mr.Rajan, a parish
council member and a ward councilor in the government civil authority.
The province is very grateful to the Oblate fathers who mobilized the
fund and helped the people contribute their share for the renovation and
to Mr.Rajan in particular for his generous help.

- St. Eugene De Mazenod
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VI. NEW MISSIONS
1. Bhorgat, Lad-Lakadong, Jowai Diocese:
Bhorgat mission is not entirely a separate mission or a parish. It is attached to Lad-Lakadong mission and parish which is a fair distant from
Lakadong mission. It
has got a school and a
provision for a community where the
sisters earlier were
residing. As the sisters left the place to
Shillong, it became
vacant and there was
a need for the presence of priests/religious. As we were unable to get sisters within a short notice, with the advice of the bishop, the oblates were
willing to have an extended community with the permission of the provincial in council. Thus, some basic infrastructures were built, and the
secretary of schools Fr.Valan Nayagam, and Fr.Immanuel, moved to the
place fortnight ago. Kindly keep these fathers and the mission at Bhorgat
in your prayers.

The good God is
sending us this trial.
- St. Eugene de Mazenod
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VII. Land Disputes
1. Land at Perambakkam Place Garden:
The Perambakkam land – that was purchased in 70s is now under several
scrutinizes by the government as the land ceiling came under. We had to submit
several documents as response to revenue department to prove that we belong
to minority. Later the issue of high-tension electric towers came into our land
and with that work we found out the person purchased 35 acres of land,
Mr.Dharmalingam from the Oblates encroached our land and others on the backside of the farm. Therefore, the administration with the council decided to survey
the whole land. Thus, on 25 January, the surveyors were booked to measure the
land. As first step we have done topography survey and once the real picture of
the land is available with fmb, we will with the help of the surveyors from the
government will sort out the encroachments. Continue to pray for this cause. We
too thank all our fathers who were present from both St.Eugene and Amala Annai Zones, to give us moral support and to show their solidarity with all.
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2. Land at Bangarapet - the property that is land-locked by the seller.
The land that Oblates could not recover has been developed as ‘SSS
City’ by the owner and the remaining 1 acre of land is locked without entry. We need to purchase a piece of land to enter the land that is land
locked. Mr.Rajan, parish council member and a constructor suggests that
he knows the owner Mr.Anil, a familiar person and promised to negotiate
for a piece of land (1 gunta = 2.5 cents/1200 sqft). He said that we should
be able to spend around 12-15 lakh rupees as the prices have gone up. He
also remembered that he was asking our fathers whoever was there as
parish priests to purchase a small piece of land which at that time was
costing very minimum amount like 4-5 lakhs but could not do that.

Images of the land locked

December-January BORN 51

16

VIII. Land Development: Perambakkam
Perambakkam – Place Garden

Parallelly along with resolving the land dispute, the province administration took initiative to develop the property with rearranging the
landscape, making a centralized pipeline connecting all the bore wells
systematically with the advice of experts and planting several groves
such as coconut, mangoes, guava, sapota (chikku) and teaks in average 58 acres in large scales. For this purpose, we purchased new rotavator,
pipes and plants. We sincerely thank Fr. Provincial, Mr.Jospeph,
Fr.Sebastian and the communities both from DIP and De Mazenod Illam.

Thank you
Yours in Christ and MI

Fr.Varam Anthonyswamy OMI
Provincial Treasurer
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ST. EUGENE PROVINCE, INDIA
PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL OBLATION
(Dates: 1 October – 6 December 2020)

Places:

- Aanmodaya Ashram, Enathur, Kanchipuram, TN, India
- St. Paul’s Institute, Oblate Scholasticate, Poonamallee,
Chennai, TN, India

Planning and Implementation:
Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI & Fr. A. Gregory, OMI, Scholasticate Superiors, and Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI.
Brothers in Preparation for the Final Oblation:
Scho. Antony David Raj Antonysamy
Scho. Nirmal Charles Tirkey
Scho. Rathis Babin Norbert Antony
Scho. Sumit Tirkey
Topics:
1. Founder and Spirituality
1.1. St. Eugene de Mazenod and his spirituality and charism by Fr.
B.Jerman Jesuraj OMI
1.2. Re-living of De Mazenod Experience by Fr. J. Antony Samy, OMI
2. Congregation: Charism, History, Mission and Ministry
2.1. History of the Congregation by Fr. B. Jerman Jesuraj, OMI
2.2. Oblate Charism by Fr. S. Chinnappan, OMI
2.3. Oblate Spirituality and Values by Fr. B. Jerman Jesuraj, OMI
2.4. Mary Immaculate in the Life of the Oblates by Fr. A. Joseph Maria
Selvam, OMI
2.5. Missionary Challenges by Fr. Varam, OMI and Fr. D. John Selvaraj,
OMI
2.6. Oblate Saints and Martyrs by Fr. J. John Britto, OMI
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3. Religious Life: History, Evangelical Counsels, Community Life
3.1. Re-cap of Vocation Journey and Discernment by Fr. A. Harry
Immanuel, OMI
3.2. History of Religious Life by Fr. A. Joseph Maria Selvam, OMI
3.3. Brahmacharya (celibate life) in different Religious Traditions
by Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI
3.4. Religious life & Evangelical Vows by Sr. Marie Lucy, SJT
3.5. Importance of Prayer and spirituality in Religious Life by Fr.
M. Chinnappan, OMI
3.6. Discernment of Religious and Priestly vocation in today’s context
3.7. Oblate Community Life by Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI
3.8. Eco Spirituality –‘Laudato Si’ by Fr. Kasi Rayappan from
Vellore
4. Human Maturity: Personality Growth and Development
4.1. Types of Personalities & Personality Development by Fr. D.
James, OMI
4.2. Holistic Health and Well-Being by Mr. Arul (Yoga Master) & Dr.
Mani Bharathi (Ayurvedic).
4.3. Emotional Maturity by Fr. A. Jeevaratnam, OMI
4.4. Pscho-Sexual integration by Fr. D. James, OMI
4.5. Kaya Kalpa Yoga by Prof. Kannappan, Kanchipuram
4.6. Skills for better living in daily life by Mrs. Lilly Bennis Gopal,
Chennai
5. Legal Aspects: Church Law, Civil Law, Policy on the Protection of
Minors and Vulnerable Adults.
5.1. OMI Constitutions and Rules by Fr. A. David Kumar OMI
5.2. Religious Life in the light of Church Law and the Governmental
Structures and Functions of the Holy See by Fr. A. David Kumar OMI
5.3. Policy on the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable Adults by Fr.
A. David Kumar OMI.
December-January BORN 51

19

5.4. Impact of Civil Law on Religious Life in India today (various
practical issues affecting pastoral care) by Fr. L. Benedict, OMI
6. General Administration
6.1. Governmental Structures of the OMI Congregation and the
Functions of OMI General Administration by Fr. A. David Kumar OMI
6.2. Acts of the 36th OMI General Chapter (2016) by Fr. A. David Kumar OMI
7. Province: Vision & Mission Statements, Strategic Plan, Directories:
Administrative, Formation, Finance
7.1. History of the Oblates in India, Vision & Mission Statement by
Fr. A. Rayappan, OMI
7.2. Various Ministries in India with special reference to JPIC Ministry in the Province by Fr. A. Gregory, OMI
7.3. Preaching Ministry in India & Homiletics by Fr. A. Joseph Maria
Selvam, OMI
7.4. Evangelization through Media and Communication Ministry by
Fr. I. John Paul, OMI
7.5. Pastoral Management & Creative Ministry by Fr. Roche Chinnappa.
7.6. Sharing of personal experiences on long-standing association
with the Oblates by Mrs. Josephine Amma and other MAMI Members
from Kanchipuram and Poonamallee
7.7. Directories: Formation, Administration & Finance by Frs. A. David Kumar, OMI; M. Chinnappan, OMI & A. Varam, OMI.
8. Retreat: 1-6 December 2020
9. Final Oblation: 8 December 2020 at Aanmodaya Ashram, Enathur,
Kanchipuram, TN, India
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ST.EUGENE PROVINCE, INDIA
FINAL VOWS PREPARATION (October –2020)
Date

Topics And Resource Persons

01/10/2020

Arrival

02/10/2020

Rest

03/10/2020

Preparation - Day of Recollection

04/10/2020

Inauguration
–Holy Mass by Fr. Chinnappan Sandhappan,OMI, Provincial

05/10/2020

Founder &his Spirituality – Fr. B. Jerman Jesuraj, OMI

06/10/2020

Oblate Cross and Oblate values-Fr.B. Jerman Jesuraj, OMI

07/10/2020

History of OMI Congregation –Fr.B. Jerman Jesuraj, OMI

08/10/2020

Re-living of the De Mazenod Experience
–Fr.J. Antonysamy, OMI

09/10/2020

Oblate Missionary Life and its Challenges
–Fr.D. Selvaraj, OMI

10/10/2020

Oblate Saints and Martyrs of Spain & Laos
-Fr.J. JohnBritto,OMI

11/10/2020

Brothers leaving to Poonamallee

12/10/2020

OMI Constitutions & Rules - Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

13/10/2020

Psycho-sexual integration; Types of personality; Stressmanagement - Fr. D. James, OMI

14/10/2020

Psycho-sexual integration; Types of personality; Stressmanagement - Fr. D. James, OMI

15/10/2020

Psycho-sexual integration; Types of personality; Stressmanagement - Fr. D. James, OMI
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Date

Topics And Resource Persons

16/10/2020

Psycho-sexual integration; Types of personality; Stressmanagement -Fr. D. James, OMI

17/10/2020

Psycho-sexual integration; Types of personality; Stressmanagement -Fr. D. James, OMI

18/10/2020

Civil law and its impact on religious life - Fr. L. Benedict, OMI

19/10/2020

Pastoral Management & Creative Ministry - Fr. Rock Chinnappa

20/10/2020

Oblate Charism - Fr. S. Chinnappan, OMI

21/10/2020

Evangelization through Media - Fr. I. John Paul, OMI

22/10/2020

Religious Life from Canonical perspective - Fr. A. David Kumar,
OMI

23/10/2020

Policy on the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable Adults
- Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

24/10/2020

Acts of the 36thOMI General Chapter - Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

25/10/2020

St. Eugene Province Formation Directory
- Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

26/10/2020

Functions of the OMI General Administration - Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

27/10/2020

Skills for better living in daily life - Mrs. Lilly Bennis Gopal

28/10/2020

OMI Constitutions & Rules - Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

29/10/2020

MAMI Membersfrom Poonamallee Parish
- Fr. A. David Kumar, OMI

30/10/2020

Finance Directory, Accounting & Project writing
- Fr. A. Varam, OMI

31/10/2020

Oblate Missionary Life and its challenges – Fr. A. Varam, OMI
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ST.EUGENE PROVINCE, INDIA
FINAL VOWS PREPARATION (November –2020)
Date

Topics And Resource Persons

01/11/2020

Return of Brothers from St. Paul’s Institute

02/11/2020

All souls day
“Oblate community life”–Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI

03/11/2020

Religious Vocation –Sr. Marie Lucy,
SJT (Shanthi Sadhana Ashram)

04/11/2020

Consecrated life – Sr. Marie Lucy, SJT

05/11/2020

Evangelical counsels – Sr. Marie Lucy, SJT

06/11/2020

Religious commitment – Sr. Marie Lucy, SJT

07/11/2020

Oblation – Sr. Marie Lucy, SJT

08/11/2020

Return from Shanthi Sadhana Ashram

09/11/2020

Essential Features of Oblate formation and the importance of
on-going formation–Fr. Harry Immanuel, OMI

10/11/2020

Importance of Prayer & Spirituality in Religious Life
- Fr. M. Chinnappan

11/11/2020

Importance of Prayer & Spirituality in Religious Life
- Fr. M. Chinnappan

12/11/2020

“KayaKalpa Yoga” –Prof. Kannappan from Temple of Consciousness

13/11/2020

“Brahmacharya” (celibacy) in different Religions Traditions Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI

14/11/2020

“Brahmacharya” (celibacy) in different Religions Traditions Fr. M. Chinnappan, OMI

15/11/2020

Sharing of experience & association with the Indian Oblates
by Mr. Julian
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Date

Topics And Resource Persons

16/11/2020

EmotionalMaturity -Fr.A. Jeevaratnam, OMI

17/11/2020

Emotional Maturity - Fr. A. Jeevaratnam, OMI

18/11/2020

Emotional Maturity - Fr. A. Jeevaratnam, OMI

19/11/2020

History of Religious life –Fr. A. Joseph Maria Selvam,OMI

20/11/2020

Mary in the lives of the Oblates - Fr.A. Joseph Maria Selvam,OMI

21/11/2020

Preaching Ministry -Fr.A. Joseph Maria Selvam,OMI

22/11/2020

Homiletics - Fr. Maria Selvam,OMI

23/11/2020

Eco Spirituality –Fr.Kasi Rayappa, Vellore

24/11/2020

Eco Spirituality –Fr.Kasi Rayappa, Vellore

25/11/2020

Eco Spirituality - Fr. Kasi Rayappa, Vellore

26/11/2020

Holistic Health – Yoga Master –Mr. Arul

27/11/2020

Struggles of the Poor & the Marginalized -MakkalMandram Social Activist Group

28/11/2020

Pioneers and the History of Indian Province &Vision & Mission
Statement - Fr. A. Rayappan, OMI

29/11/2020

Pioneers and the History of Indian Province &Vision & Mission
Statement - Fr. A. Rayappan, OMI

30/11/2020

Missions and Ministries of the Oblates in general JPIC in particular- Fr.A. Gregory, OMI
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ST.EUGENE PROVINCE, INDIA
FINAL VOWS PREPARATION (December –2020)
Date

Topics And Resource Persons

01/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

02/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

03/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

04/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

05/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

06/12/2020

Retreat by Fr. Chinnappan Mariasusai, OMI

07/12/2020

Rest & Preparation for Final Oblation

08/12/2020
Tue

Celebration of Final Oblation at Aanmodaya Ashram

09/12/2020

Diaconate Ordination of Brothers by Bishop Dr. Neethinathan, Chingleput at Aanmodaya Ashram

10/12/2020

Leaving for Home Holidays
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FORMATION
St. Eugene Niwas Juniorate, Ambikapur, CG
Installation Of Fr.A.Rayappan, OMI
As Pre-Novitiate
Director:
Our
Indian Oblate Pre
-Novitiate
will
commence
at
St.Eugene Niwas
in
Ambikapur,
Chhattisgarh. Fr. A.Rayappan, OMI
is being proposed by our
Fr.S.Chinnappan, our Provincial
and Council. Our General Administration has confirmed this proposal in Rome since we start our
pre-novitiate programme according to our New Formation Stages:
Fr. Rayappan is installed as PreNovitiate Director on 5th January
2021 in the Holy Mass presided
over by Fr. David Kumar, OMI, the
Formation Councilor, in the pres-

ence of Fr. Gnanapragasam, OMI,
the Zonal Animator, and other Oblates.
Pre-Novitiate
Community:
Our Pre-Novitiate Community consists of three fathers, Namely,
Fr.A.Rayappan, OMI the Director,
Fr. Basil, OMI the Administrator,
and Fr. James Fernandes, OMI the
staff. We have eight pre-novices two from Chhattisgarh, one from
Jharkhand, three from Orissa, one
from West Bengal, and Andhra Pradesh.
Orientation Programme: Our
pre-novices arrived on 5th January
Evening. They began their orientation programme from 6th to 8th January 2021. Fr. David Kumar, OMI,
the formation councilor motivated
and inspired them by sharing what
it means to become an Oblate.
Fr.A.Rayappan, the director, shared
his thoughts on the Fundamentals
of Pre-Novitiate life by quoting our
Oblate Constitution 54. He mainly
focused on the ABCD of PreNovitiate Life, considering human
and Christian maturity aimed at
December-January BORN 51

26

doing fruitful Novitiate. He expounded; A for Awareness, B for
Becoming, C for Conscious, and D
for Desire, so, Awareness Becoming
Conscious Desire.
Inauguration of Indian Oblate
Pre-Novitiate: His Lordship Patras
Minj, SJ, the Bishop of Ambikapur,
celebrated the inaugural Mass and
Fr. David Kumar, OMI the Formation Councilor and Oblate Zonal
Fathers, on 9th January 2021. During the Mass, Fr. David Kumar representing the Provincial, admitted
our eight candidates to the PreNovitiate programme, and his Lordship Patras Minj blessed them with
a prayer. After the Mass, we had a
short felicitation programme. A festive lunch followed it.
Fr. Cebula Zonal Meeting: Fr.
Cebula Zonal Meeting was also held

on 9th Jan 2021 at St.Eugen Niwas
at 3.30 pm. In the meeting, the Zonal Animators and Fathers welcomed the Pre-Novitiate Community Fathers and assured their support for the programme. Initiation
of Oblate Associates at Eugene Niwas: It was also a memorable day
for the newly born pre-novitiate
community in the Northern Part of
Our Country, for we had the initiation of five members as Oblate Associates, namely, Mr.Arun Dias family and his relations on 9th Jan 2021
at 6.30. The ceremony was presided over by Fr. David Kumar, the
MAMI
Director,
and
Fr.
S.D.Arockiaraj, OMI, the Superintendent of the Oblate Schools.
Fr.A. Rayappan, OMI
The Director and Community
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FORMATION
St. Joseph’s Novitiate, Arpanalayam, AP
EVENTS OF DECEMBER 2020
& JANUARY 2021
On the 8th of December 2020,
St. Joseph's Novitiate Community
had the Thanksgiving Eucharist on
the dual celebrations of the Solemnity of Immaculate Conception and
the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of
the Canonization of our Founder St.
Eugene de Mazenod. The Eucharist
was presided over by Rev. Fr. Ma-

Novices, along with the Novitiate
Formation Team, went around to
the neighbouring Oblate Missions,
Religious communities, and friends
to share the joy of Christmas with
the Carols singing and exchanging
of gifts.
On the eves of Christmas and
New Year, the Novitiate community
extended its helping hand to our
Oblate Mission Musunuru for the
liturgy by going to 8 different villages of our Musunuru parish Vigil
Mass. The Novices' presence with
the faithful did add to the spirit of
celebration in the liturgy with their
active participation and Christmas
Carols singing with the faithful at
the end of the Eucharist.

ria Rajan OMI, Parish Priest of
Talapudi, Andhrapradesh, in the
District Oblates' august presence of
other Religious and friends of the
neighbourhood.
Towards the end of the Advent Season, on 21st December, the
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On Christmas, the Novitiate
Community hosted the Christmas
Dinner in the evening in the Novitiate premise with the Oblates of
Musunur, Ramanakkapetta Missions, and SCN Sisters Musunuru.
With the delicious dishes shared by
different communities, the event
was coloured by the Novices' exhibition of entertaining games and
music.
On 9th & 10th January 2021,
the Novices had the privilege of
visiting the Oblate Missions, namely, Talapudi and Buttaygudem.
Adding to it, they also visited the
Shrine of Nirmalagiri in the Diocese

of Eluru. They had quality time and
spiritual talk with Fr. Jesuraj, an exOMI, and the Novices also visited
other places like Gothavari Madha
Shrine and the Pollavarm Water
project.
On January 13th, 2021, the
Novitiate Community had the joy of
celebrating the Silver Jubilee of Ordination Anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Varghese OMI with the Thanksgiving Eucharist, followed by a short
felicitation and delicious lunch.
Fr. Joy Amal Francis OMI,
Novice Director
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FORMATION
St.Paul’s Institute, Oblate Scholasticate, Chennai
 With hearts full of joy and gratitude, we, the St. Paul's Scholasticate

community, celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the Canonization of our
Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, on 3 December 2020. Rev. Fr. Pathinathan, OMI, has been the main celebrant, and the other Oblate priests
had concelebrated. On this day, we too remembered all those Oblates
who have received their priestly Ordination, and we prayed for them.
 On 6 December 2020, we anticipated

our Rector Fr. David Kumar's birthday
as he was to go to Aanmodaya Ashram
for the preparation for the Final Vows
of our brothers.
 We had Oblate Study Club Meeting on

12 December 2020, and Fr. Antony
Vithus OMI, Assistant Parish Priest of
St. John the Baptist Church, Poonamallee, was our chief guest.
 On 17 December 2020, the whole community went to St. Mother There-

sa convent in Kanchipuram. It helped decorate the Shishu Bhavan, and
then we performed a Christmas program like carol singing in Tamil, Telugu, and English. Our brothers performed cultural dances for the differently-abled children. Fr. David Kumar gave Christmas message, and Bro.
Aron expressed appreciation and thanks to everyone present there. The
sisters of Mother Theresa were very happy with our brothers. They gave
us delicious lunch. We were delighted to spend time with our
'Differently Abled Children' and share Christmas's joy with them. Later
we also went to wish our Oblates in Kanchipuram Parish, Aanmodaya
Ashram, and Bon Secours Sisters nearby our parish.
 On 20 December 2020, we celebrated semi-Christmas. We had holy

December-January BORN 51

30

Mass at 11.30 am, and this was followed by our Christmas gift sharing
with our Christmas partner. While sharing the gifts, we also shared the
good qualities of each Christmas partner.
 On 23 December 2020, our Scholastic brothers went for home holidays

and returned to the scholasticate on 31 December 2020.
 On 28 December 2020, Fr. David Kumar, OMI, Rector of the Scholasti-

cate, went to Chhattisgarh State to visit our Oblates there. Being the Provincial Councillor for Formation, he initiated the province's PreNovitiate programme at Eugene Niwas in Ambikapur on 9 January 2021.
 We celebrated the New Year 2021 meaningfully. As a preparation, we

had a thanksgiving service in our chapel itself on 30 December 2020 in
the evening and also had monthly recollection and confession. Later, we
all went to the parish for Holy Mass at 7.00 pm. We began the New Year
2021 with new enthusiasm and optimistic belief, and trust in God.
 On 3 January 2021, our 3rd-year brothers began their online classes, and

4th-year brothers began their pastoral courses in Sacred Heart Seminary.
 On 14 January 2021, we celebrated Pongal Festival. Fr. Bruno John Bap-

tist, OMI, was the main celebrant for the Holy Mass. After the Mass, we
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shared the sweet Pongal among ourselves, and our OMI Associate, Mr.
Xavier, joined us for the Pongal sharing.
 Fr. David Kumar, OMI, being a canonist, attended Tamilnadu Canonists'

Association's meeting at Dindivanam from 19 – 20 January 2021. He is
also Defender of Bond for the marriage cases in the Marriage Tribunal of
the Diocese of Chingleput.
 Our 9 Scholastic Brothers began their weekend pastoral ministry from

the second week of January 2021 after a long gap due to the Covid-19
epidemic. We concentrate on our own OMI Parish, namely St. John the
Baptist Church, Poonamallee. Having discussed with Fr. Cyril Joseph Augustine, OMI, Parish Priest, our brothers will go for house visiting in four
main substations: Lourdupuram, Keezhma Nagar, Seneer Kuppam, and
Pathrimedu. They will also be involved in youth ministry, altar boys’ and
girls' ministry, and the communion's distribution to the sick on Sundays
in the main parish.
 On 25 January 2021, we celebrated the Foundation Day of our Congre-

gation and the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. Our scholastic brothers: Paul Raj, Rajasekhar, Aron Dhass, Roshan, Ansalin, Vijay, Sebastien,
Abhishek, and Ruban, were initiated to the ministry of Acolyte. We also
had an Oblate Study Club meeting at 6.30 pm. The talk on the congregation was Rev. Fr./ Joseph Fabre, OMI, the Second Superior General of the
Congregation, delivered by Bro. Vijay, OMI, and Theologizing theme was
Ecology and particular reference to 'our Farmers' Protest in Delhi for
their rights,' which was dealt with by Bro. Aron, OMI.
 On 26 January 2021, we hoisted our Indian flag and celebrated Republic

Day. We hoisted half-day seminar for our OMI Associates from 9.30 am
to 1.00 pm. Our Associates came from Poonamallee, Perambakkam, Paruthipattu, Anna Nagar-Avadi, Manavala Nagar, and Thiruvallur. Seventy
members participated actively in the program.
Fr. David Kumar ANTHONY, OMI
Rector, St.Paul’s Institute
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FORMATION
Samarth Krupa, Oblate Scholasticate, Pune
Adieu to our 4th year Brothers
and Bienvenu to Fr. Amirtharaj,
OMI
On 16th October 2020, we bid
farewell to our loving Brothers i.e.,
Bros. Albert, Ilango, Johnson, Santhosh, and Naveen. It was an emotionally moving moment, as we
would be missing them in our com-

munity, but in another way, we are
very glad and happy that they are
going to the next stage of their Formation. While sharing their experiences, invariably all of them were
very positive about the formation
they received in the Samarth Krupa
community for the last three and
half years. As we were bidding
farewell to our final year scholastics, our community was happy to welcome its new member
Fr. Amirtharaj, OMI on 19th October 2020.
Spiritual
Preparation
for
Christmas with MAMI members
The Covid-19 impeded the
parishes to organize spiritual
activities as a preparation for
Christmas, hence on 5th Dec
2020 we had a half-day recollection for our MAMI members. We
had Spiritual talks, Confession,
Adoration, and a Holy Eucharist
celebration. The first talk was
given by Fr. Gregory OMI, based
on “Christmas is the Fulfilment
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of God’s Promise.” And the second
talk was given by Fr. Amirthraj,
OMI on the theme: “Jesus reconciles us to God, the Father.” And
followed by we had Holy Eucharistic Celebration, presided by Fr.
Bruno OMI. It was a Graceful moment to spend our time with the
Lord to renew our relationship
with Him and with one another.

and gave them a “Tea Party”.
Christmas is nothing but giving
ourselves as an agapeic GIFT to
others. God gave such a gift in the
person of JESUS for our integral
liberation in this world and salvation in the world to come.
Pongal Celebration and MAMI
Gathering

Christmas Sharing with Jesus on
the Streets

Since our brothers would go
home for the Christmas holidays,
we anticipated our Christmas celebrations to 17th Dec 2020. We
made this year’s Christmas more
meaningful, inspired by the recent encyclical of Pope Francis’
Fratelli Tutti. Thereby we extended our fraternity and social
friendship with people living on
the roadsides by sharing food
with 50 people. On the day of
Christmas, we invited the children and youth in our society

On 17th January 2021, Sunday,
around 50 MAMI family members
came to our community to celebrate Pongal (Thanksgiving Harvest Festival). Our house was filled
colorfully with children, young-
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sters, and elders speaking Tamil,
Marathi, Malayalam, Sindhi, and
English. Usually, we invite
only Tamils for this occasion but this year we
wanted to couple it with
the MAMI meeting as we
intended to release the
“MAMI Speaks” 2nd issue.
This magazine is a medium for our lay associates
to express their faith experiences, and to instill Oblate family spirit in them. Celebration of
cultural festival Pongal brought so

much joy to us in the context of
Covid-19 lockdown and simultaneously reminded us to cultivate a “Grateful heart” to
God, Farmers, and Nature.
When we saw the collaboration, contribution, and
encouragement of the MAMI members, we were
happy about the rapport
we have with them and
their confidence in us.
Fr. Gregory, OMI
Rector

De Mazenod Institute of Philosophy, GNANALAYAM
On 15th Jan we celebrated
the harvest festival. Fr. Bruno
John Baptist celebrated the Holy
Eucharistic and blessed the newly
prepared Pongal and the cattle.
We had a friendly volleyball
match after breakfast.
On 23rd Jan, we inaugurated our
Annual Sports Meet 2020-2021.
Fr. John Baptist was the chief
guest. Frs. Amalraj, Mariaselvam from the De Mazenod Illiam were part of our
celebration.
Fr. Harry Immanuel, Omi
Rector
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MISSIONS
Kanchipuram Parish, TN
After the lockdown slowly
and steadily, we are coming to a
new normal situation. We have increased the number of Masses to
two in the parish church and resumed Masses in the sub-stations.
Christmas Carols were organized
according to different ANBIYAMS
in the parish. Church Christmas
Mid Night Mass was celebrated by

Rev Fr Backiya Regis, the V.G. of
Chengleput Dioceses. New year
Midnight Mass was presided over
by Rev Fr S.Chinnappan, OMI, the
Provincial St Eugene Province. We
are now planning to organize the
Year of St. Joseph.
Fr. Jeevaratanam, OMI
Kanchipuram Parish
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Ramanakkapetta Parish, AP
We had conducted
the camp for some of the
villages in our parish. It is
to strengthen the faith of
the people. During covid 19, we felt that people
are deprived of their
right to participate in
spiritual activities such
as Holy Eucharist, Rosary, Adoration, and the other
Prayer services. So, we had decided
to organize such a camp for the
people to make them active and
alive to strengthen their faith. We
had conducted the camp in Lopudi,
Valasapalli, West Digavalli, Marlapalem, Gudipadu, and Chakkapalli.
In all these villages, we started our ministry. We met people in
their family and enquired about
their wellbeing. We also undertook
a survey for the people to be Bap-

tized, for First Holy Communion,
and Rectification of the Marriage.
While getting all this information,
we know that there are many children without receiving baptism,
First Holy Communion, and some
of the couples need to rectify their
marriages. Holy family sisters
helped children to know the essential prayers and prepared them for
the First Holy Communion.
Mostly in all the villages Fr.
Pragasam, OMI was the principal
celebrant, and the preaching was
done by Fr. Kishore OMI and
Fr. Balaswamy. Totally 98
children were baptized, 53
children received First Holy
Communion, 8 couples have
rectified their marriage, and
finally, the new family cards
are issued.
December-January BORN 51

37

Chintalavalasa Parish
Carols and Semi- Christmas celebrations: this year's carols and
semi- Charismas celebrations took
place as usual. On 13th December
2020 at Dakamari village and 0n 15th Ainada
village, we had four
days of programs on
18th Majjipeta village
and 20th Chintalavalasa
main place. On different days different
priests celebrated holy
amass and preached.
The
children
performed cultural programmes. On 20th December at Chintalavalasa, Rev. Fr. Joseph Thambi OMI
was the main celebrant. Another
enriching experience was the
Christmas novena for nine days.
From 16th to 24th December, the
faithful enter the church at 5.30 am
with lighted candles. Then novena
prayers and holy Mass were held.
Family Day: On 27th December
2020, the feast day of the Holy
Family, we celebrated Family Day.
All the couples were blessed. They
renewed their marriage promises,

and then the Thalis were blessed.
The day ended with exchanging
gifts, cheer, wishes, and distribution of sweets.
New Year’s Day: on 1st
January 2021, we had
the twin celebrations of
New Year and the feast
of Bl.V. Mary, the Mother of God. On 31, we
arranged
adoration,
Holy Mass, and confessions. Many of the
faithful made good confessions. On 1st January
2021, after the Mass,
the priests were felicitated, prizes were given for the crib competitions, and
the children who performed the
cultural programmes. The day's
high light was the distribution of
family cards and New Year calendars to each family. We did a new
survey of the families, rearranged
them, allotted a number to each
family according to alphabetical
order. This event ended with festive meals and sweets.
On 11th January 2021, the
parish priest's Ordination AnniverDecember-January BORN 51

38

sary, Fr. Varghese OMI, celebrated grandly. Holy Mass, felicitation, honoring was the
main happening of the day. All
the youth members, elders,
and children felicitated the
priest with many gifts.
Fr. Varghese OMI
Chintalavalasa

Mendrakala Mission, CG
As a Christmas preparation,
we, the fathers, and sisters, went
to all the 8 sub-stations to hear
confessions and offer Holy Eucharistic celebration from 10th to
17th December 2020. Most of the
women, men, and youth made
their confessions.
On 12th December 2020,
twenty of our parish youth painted the village chapel at Mendrakala.

prayed for various needs, and led
the choir.
In the third week of Advent
on 13th December, the liturgy
was organized by men. They gave
Mass introduction, read reading,
offered prayers of the faithful,
and led the choir. And on 20th
December, the 4th week of Advent parish, women organized
the liturgy meaningfully.

In the main parish,
youth organized the
liturgy on 6th December, the second week
of Advent. They gave
Mass
introduction,
read Mass readings,
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Christmas message, liturgy
Charles singing, and delicious meal cooked by youths
themselves.

On 13th December, we had a
Christmas gathering for our parish
women, men, and children. There
was a special Holy Mass for them.
Then Charles singing, party-games
like musical chairs, bombing the
city were conducted. A delicious
lunch was cooked by themselves.
They brought rice, vegetables, and
dal from their homes, and each one
contributed money to buy chicken.
On 20th December, Fr. Arselenus from Ambikapur Diocese
came for a Christmas gathering of
youth. 85 youths took part. We had
the sacrament of confessions,

On 22nd December, we had
a Christmas celebration at
St. Eugene English medium
school; we had Holy Mass
for Christian children and the staff.
Christmas cake and sweets were
distributed to children, and our
staff was given Christmas gifts.
On 24th December, we had
night vigil Mass at 10.30 p. m. Rev.
Fr. Anil Tirkey, the principal of St.
Xavier's school Ambikapur was the
main celebrant. There were 350
faithful who took part. Each family
contributed R.S. 100.00 for making
a tent and sound system. Thus, we
had a wonderful Christmas celebration.
Fr. Gnanapragasam, OMI
Parish Priest
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Khatorbari Mission, Assam
VISIT OF TWO VETERAN MISSIONARIES
On the 27th of January 2021,
our Khatorbori Oblate community
was privileged to have with us the
presence of the Archbishop Emeritus of Guwahati Rt. Rev. Thomas
Menamparambil and Rev. Fr. G.K.
Prakash. Rt. Rev. Thomas Menamparambil is no stranger to many of
us. Besides being the retired of
archbishop of Guwahati he is an
anthropologist, sociologist and a
great misiologist who has spent
seventy years of life and ministry in
northeast. He is so familiar with the
Oblates abroad and in India. He
stated that it is because of this familiarity that he invited the Indian
Oblates to come and work in this
archdiocese of Guwahati. Likewise,
Rev. Fr. G.K. Prakash who is 87 now
is known to many of us. Perhaps, he
is one of those priests who spent his
entire life in the state of Assam
strenuously working for Assamese
language and culture. Both of them
were happy to share to us their life
experiences as missionaries. In order to be effective missionaries in
northeast and especially in the state

of Assam, both of them suggested
few useful points to be adopted in
our communities. By way of information, Archbishop Emeritus told
us that Khatorbori mission like
many other missions along the national highway 37 consisting of
Kamrup,Morigaon and Nowgong
districts fall under “dry Christian
belt”.
In Assam the tribal groups
have responded and have accepted
the message of Jesus easily, but the
Hindus have shown stiff resistance.
And because of this resistance we
cannot apply the same missionary
tactics that are being applied to the
tribals. Direct evangelization is not
possible but through indirect ways
and means. Our educational ministry is one such means. Education
will slowly transform the lives of
the people. It takes years for the
people to know who we are and
therefore we need to be patient.
Both of them said that in order to
be effective in our ministry in the
given context we need to stay long
in the community. Getting transfer
order from the congregation often
hinders growth and continuity of
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our mission plan. Always befriending with the local people should be
our technic and approach. Both in
good times and bad times always
get the support of the locals. In order to build up rapport with the locals try to organize annual melas
especially after the Christmas. While
organizing this melas we can slightly give the message of
Christ and make sure
that this melas are organized every year.
With our constant
touch with the people,
we can influence the
lives of the people
gradually. Archbishop
Emeritus narrated to
us the story of one
priest who was successful in breaking the
ground among the Rabhas of Assam.
It was thought by
many missionaries that
the Rabhas will never embrace
Christianity. But because of the constant touch, zeal and never giving up
spirit of one priest finally bore
fruits. This groundbreaking is very
tough and needs personal interest
and knacks. He also told us about

the success story of another priest
whom he purposely appointed him
to the island of Majuli (in Assam)
where there was no presence of
Christians. Initially there seem to be
no success, but slowly by way of
‘befriending’ and people seeing the
holiness and sanctity of this priest
people gradually began to be attracted to him and
themselves came to
join in his prayers.
Thus, day by day the
people who embraced
Jesus as their savior
increased
gradually.
And today we have a
parish and Christian
community
present
there. Our Khatorbori
community and Silchang community as
Fr. John was also present to hear the wisdom of the veteran
missionaries;
thank
sincerely for their advice and valuable suggestions. The archbishop
Emeritus concluded by saying, “I
know the OMI’s are great missionaries”.
Fr. Peter Sakra,OMI
(Khatorbori,Assam)
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Ekpere Mission, West Bengal
YOUTH ANIMATION PROGRAM
On REPUBLIC DAY 26th January 2021, we, the EKPERE mission,
organized an animation program
for Ekpere Mission's youth. Forty
youth attended. The youth animation program started with a Holy
Mass and followed by flag hoisting.
Chief guests were REV. F.R. SARTO
and REV. SR. CHRISTINE JOSEPH,
H.C. Frs. Alex Tuduk. Fr. Irudaya
Joseph joined the animation team.
After the flag hoisting, we had a
short input session to introduce the
purpose of the animation program,
facilitated by Fr. Sarto & Sr. Christine. They told the role of youth is a

need today to build and lead the
community and the society.
Youth prepared the Chart papers for the protest in solidarity
with the farmers' fight for rights.
We started the rally from the mission and went around the highway.
Children also joined the youth for
the protest. After the protest, the
youth were asked to share their
feelings about the protest. Many
expressed that they were one with
the farmers. They were actively involved and offered their support to
the farmers. After the short evaluation of the protest, we had a lunch
break, and the program continued
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with some video clips from various
parishes
Youth involvement in the
farmers' protest, which inspired the
youth to do something for the betterment of the mission and society.

Fr. Alex engaged the youth with the
group games and activities. The
youth actively participated in the
group work and gave their valuable
ideas, thoughts, and suggestions;
and planned to work for the building of the families, villages, communities, and societies. Their active
participation made the Day a memorable one. The meeting came to an
end at 5:00 pm with the tea and the
group photo session.
Fr. Christopher OMI
St. Thomas Mission, Ekpere,
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MINISTRIES
Bros. Antony David Raj,
Nirmal, Sumit Tirkey and
Rathish Babin were at our
Ashram for their two months
intense preparation for their
Final Oblation. After 6 days
of retreat animated by Swami M. Chinnappan they made
their Final commitment in
the Holy Mass celebrated by
our Provincial Rev. Fr. Chinnappan
Sandhappan, OMI, On 8th December 2020. On the following day, 9th
December they were ordained as
Deacons by His Lordship Most Rev.
Dr. A. Neethinathan, Bishop of
Chegleput.
On the 23rd of December we
had the suppose Christmas celebration at our Ashram. We had the Holy Mass followed by sharing of gifts
with our staff.
On 14th Jan we had the

Aanmodaya Ashram,
Kanchipuram

Pongal Celebration. Some of our
friends from Kanchipuram took
part in it. The Pongal preparation
was followed by the Holy Eucharist,
blessing of dairy farm and of our
cattle.
From 17th to 25th we had
special prayer services for Christian Unity at our ashram as well as
in other places in our parish. On the
24th we invited the leaders and the
faithful of other churches, the religious and our parishioners to our
Ashram for special prayer service.
There was a classical dance by children from our parish and Swami
Chinnappan gave a talk on
"Spiritual Ecumenism as a sure
means to Christian unity."
Fr. John Britto, OMI
Aanmodhya Ashram
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Youth Ministry
Greetings and prayerful
wishes from Fr. Antony Raj Mark
OMI, youth Director, St. Eugene
Province, India. It is my great
privilege and joy to share the
first Leadership Animation Program for youth, held on 29th
November 2020 at De Mazenod
Institute of Philosophy (DIP) at Perambakkam. I am grateful and thankful to Fr. Provincial and his administration to organize this meet for
the youth during this pandemic situation to encourage and strengthen
the youth.
Really, I feel that this might
have helped the youth to go forward
in their life. A special thanks to Fr.
Gregory OMI, councilor for Ministries, for his brotherly support and
big thanks to Fr. Harry Immanuel
OMI and his community members
for their cooperation and arrangement. Also, I thank all Oblates who
sent their youth members from
their respective parishes. The participants were 6 from Kancheepuram, 2 from Ootathangal, 6
from Perambakkam, and 2 from
Poonamalllee.
We have started the Leadership Animation program with the

prayer song by Kancheepuram
youth at 11 am. After that, Fr. Antony Raj Mark OMI, the Youth Director, welcomed the speakers of the
day, namely Rev. Fr. Gregory OMI,
the councilor of Ministries, Fr. Bosco
SDB, F.R. Praveen, Parish Preist, Sacred Heart Church, Kilachery, Prof.
Nirmalraj,
Assistant Professor,
Gurunanak College, Chennai.
First session – Animated by Fr.
Bosco SDB:
F.R. Bosco SDB gave an introductory talk. He motivated youth to
raise their voices for urgent needs
of social iIssues. Youth should take
the initiative to meet their respective parish priest to get their moral
support to participate in all social
activities. Youth should develop
their leadership in participating in
all parish activities
Second Session – F.R. Praveen,
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Fr. Praveen, Parish Priest of
Sacred Heart Church, Killachery,
addressed the youth on the theme
“YOUTH AND TODAY’S SECULAR
LIFE: AN ANALYSIS ON THE QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP."
He has
started his reflection with a keynote
that who are the youth? He asked
the youth to be awake and to be witnessed. He was referring to the
youth with past and present society.
He emphasized today's youth
should acquire and develop their
leadership according to today's
church and society's demands.
Third session – Group Discussions: F.R. Antony Raj Mark OMI
FR. Antony Raj Mark OMI, the
youth director, animated the group
discussions. He divided them into
three groups and gave different topics to be discussed. The questions
were the following…

1. What are the expectations of the
youth from the Church/parishes?
2. What are the expectations of the
Church / Parishes from today’s
youth?
3. What are the challenges Oblate
parishes face related to the Youth
Ministry?
The results of the discussion as
follows:
Today youth requires moral
and spiritual support from Oblate
priests. But it is regrettable to note
that some youth have expressed
that few Parish priests do not encourage youth to become leaders of
the church. They are not accepting
youth's views concerning decision
making. They are not fully encouraging youth to come forward to take
up responsibilities in the church
even the youth can work hard in
society.
After
the
group discussion,
we had lunch together, and we had
some time to recreate and sharing
with one another.
At 2.30 pm we
have started the
afternoon session,
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Fourth session - St. Eugene &
Youth –Fr. Gregory OMI:
The theme for the fourth session was St. Eugene & youth. Fr.
Gregory OMI spoke that the youth
should act bravely in life. They
should grow with a positive approach to life. They need to have the
guts to face the problems of life.
Pope Francis wishes youth to grow
as people with the heart full of life,
people of prayer life, walking in
faith and religiosity.
St. Eugene was born in 1782
in France, and he belongs to the royal family. And he escaped as a refugee to another country. Though he
traveled as a refugee to other countries, he gathered other youth and
did social service. Today's youth
need to learn this quality from him.
The word “Thalithahum" raised the
dead girl, so too, the faithful heart
should help us act quickly in our
right decision instead of delaying it.

He addressed the youth with the
topic “Youth can change the society." He stressed that youth should
make changes in socio-economicpolitical realms. He also talked
about great people who had been
sources for social changes like Dr.
Ambetkar, Mother Teresa, and Periyar.
Finally, Fr. Antony Raj Mark,
the youth director, concluded the
session with his appreciation and
remarks. He was explaining the vision, mission, and motto of Eugene
Youth Empowerment ( EYE ).
Eugene Youth Empowerment
Our vision - "To see the world
through the eyes of the crucified
savior."
Our mission
- "To grow in faith
and love and to live the charism of
St. Eugene de Mazenod."
Our Motto - ‘To Serve to Lead to
Shine’

Fifth
session:
Youth can change
the society: Sharing by Dr. Nirmal
Raj,
DR.
Nirmal
Raj is a professor at
Guru Nanak College.
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Animation programs
Kanchipuram Parish:
I organized a youth animation program on the 5th and 6th of December
2020 in Kancheepuram parish with
fathers' support. On 5th December
2020, I was able to meet youth at
Sahayamadha Church Kuthavakkam
substation. They were 20 youth
boys and girls present for the animation programme. First, we have
motivated them to realize
their essential role in society and the church. We have
discussed how can we promote the youth gathering
despite covid-19? We had a
special holy hour. We have
elected
representatives
from the substation.
On 6th December, I
have met youth at Immaculate Heart
of Church in Kancheepuram. There
were fifteen people present for the
animation programme. I have invited Mr. Julian to give an introductory
talk. He spoke to them, sharing his
youth experience. Then assistant
parish priest Fr. Selvaraj OMI inspired them with his expertise. We
had a group discussion about how
to present youth can be supportive
to the local church. I thank Frs.
Jeeva & Selva for their support to

revive youth in Oblate parish at
Kancheepuram.
Perambakkam Parish:
I organized a youth animation
programme at Perambakkam on
24th January 2021. Fr. Amalraj, OMI,
invited me to meet youth at his parish and substation church. He was
willing to gather the youth with the
motive to make them be responsible
youth in society. I emphasized that

oblate parish youth must be motivated and supported to be robust
youth by utilizing the resources
available. I have shared our founder’s life with youth. I have given
them guidelines to participate in
church activities. Then we have discussed further meetings and undertakings. I thank Fr. Amalraj OMI for
his support to meet youth at Perambakkam.
FR. Antony Raj Mark OMI
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MAMI Ministry
We had our MAMI Meeting on
26 January 2021 at St. Paul's Institute, Karayanchavady Poonamallee,
Chennai-56, TN, India. There were
70 participants coming from Poonamallee, Manavala Nagar, Thiruvallur, Narasingspuram-Sivapuram,
snd Kundrathur-Sivanthangal.
Participants arrived around
10.00 am. Our Scholastic Brothers
welcomed our MAMI Members joyfully. We began our meeting at
10.30.
We explained to all members
the purpose, expectations, and du-

ties of MAMI. We had holy mass
around 12.30 noon. We concluded
our first meeting after Covid-19
restrictions with delicious lunch.
We thank our St. Paul's Community
staff and scholastics for their support.
Fr. David Kumar Anthony OMI
Director
Fr. Benedict Lenadimai, OMI
Assistant Director
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Ministry to Migrants
Navallur Christmas Celebration
On 23rd December 2019, we
had a Christmas celebration at Navallur for the children evicted from
the slum of BMS night school. We
organized the celebration for the
children to learn mainly the importance of sharing and carling. The
goal was to help them understand
the highpoint of the Christian festival known as Christmas: the historical birth of Jesus. One of the great
ways to interpret the birth of Jesus
was to say with caution: the birth of
Jesus was to uplift the oppressed
and the abandoned. The newborn
Jesus made the challenging journey
to sacrifice and share Himself for
the needy, the poor, the downtrodden, the marginalized, and the ne-

glected. We sincerely believe that
through this Christmas celebration,
the BMS teaches the children social
responsibility, social justice, and
above all, makes them warriors of
social justice.
To motivate the children, the
BMS invited special guests Fr. John
Britto, OMI, and Rev.Sr. Vijaya Rani,
DMI, has the same zeal to work for
social justice and the oppressed's
upliftment. Both shared the importance of sharing and making the
sacrifice for the poor and the needy.
Also, they advised the children to
cultivate in them helping nature
and sharing of little things they
have with them. The children performed dances, skits, and poems
based on the Christmas celebration.
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They acted out and recited a poem
on Jesus’ birth. Fr. John Britto and
Vijaya appreciated the children for
their wonderful performance that
lit up the Christmas celebration.
The program concluded with
the providing of Chicken Briyani as
the Christmas meal for the children.
Fr. Britto, OMI, one of the assistant

directors of BMS, thanked the chief
guests, the tuition center teacher,
the sponsors of the meal, and all the
children who had been involved in
the cultural event. It was a memorable and fulfilling celebration for
everyone.
Fr. Britto Rajamanickam OMI
Migrant Ministry
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Ministry of Arbitration of St. Eugene (MASE)
- Ministry for dysfunctional families
What?
The Roman Catholic Church
honours St. Eugene de Mazenod as
Patron Saint of dysfunctional families. The Oblates, throughout the
world, take great honour as our
Mother Church recommends seeking the intercession of St. Eugene
for the broken families who face
various difficulties and challenges
in their family lives.
As sons of St. Eugene, we
have sole and exclusive responsibility to bring the dysfunctional families under the care and protection.
Ministry of Arbitration of St. Eugene for Dysfunctional Families is
an effective way to make our founder known to the people in and
around our ministry places as the
patron saint of dysfunctional families. It has two functions: 1) we lead
the people to God for His Greater
Glory and their salvation. 2) We
lead them to God through the intercession of our Father and Founder.
Why?
Biblical God, Yahweh, sent
kings, prophets, and holy men and
women repeatedly to establish justice and peace. The call of God, Yah-

weh, is to care for the poor, orphans, widows, and the suffering.
God responds to the cry of the poor
and the suffering as quickly as possible through His men and women
who are anointed and set apart to
give hope to the hopeless. Jesus
instituted Eucharist to establish
unity, peace, and integrity with oneself, family, and the society. It is a
humble beginning to stand by the
most vulnerable to make them feel
that God hears their prayers and
answers them in His time. It is an
opportunity given to the Oblates to
establish justice, peace, unity, and
integrity of family life by undertaking the ministry of arbitration to
help them lead a good and Catholic
family life.
Ecclesial
The church proclaimed St.
Eugene as the patron saint of dysfunctional families because he experienced the opulent riches of the
nobility and abject poverty of a simple and ordinary man in his own
life; the love of his parents as well
as depression after the separation
of the parents; the struggle faced by
family members in a different social
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situation; a change in the social status in his family itself; the futility of
worldly pleasure; discerned God's
plan for his life amid various difficulties and challenges in life;
changed his life pattern according
to the will of God; is a saint who
knows the happiness, as well as the
difficulties of family life and finally
the deep experience of Christ, made
him mature in life. Thus, he dedicated his life to preaching the crucified
Christ's love to the whole world to
the poor in many faces. The dysfunctional families are also the new
faces of the poor.
Congregational
St. Eugene is the Patron saint
of Dysfunctional Families. It is our
joy to promote the devotion to St.
Eugene for unity, peace, and integrity of the family life. We read in
the preface of our Constitution and
Rules: "How vast the field that lies
before them! How worthy and holy
the undertaking! … It is vital, it is
urgently imperative, that we lead
the multitude of lost sheep back to
the fold". By seeing the dysfunctional families' deplorable situation,
we cannot grossly grow insensitive
to their sufferings and plights, but
we should take practical measures
to nurture/foster unity, peace, and

integrity of their family life. As our
province is also named after St. Eugene, we are obligated to carry out
this special ministry to the Dysfunctional families.
Sociological
People who are unable to
handle the family pressure either
easily opt for divorce or commit
suicide in the 21st century. As responsible Oblates, having our
Founder as Patron saint of Dysfunctional families, we cannot turn a
blind eye to this problem. We
should help them solve their issues
and problems. We must help them
realize their essential role in the
family through family counselling.
We nurse their prayer life that
seeking the intercession of St. Eugene can provide hope and encouragement to those trying to recover
from their myriad problems and
disappointments of modern family
life, as he was the son of parents
whose marriage ended acrimoniously. The person who experienced
the misery due to a dysfunctional
family will easily understand the
griefs and pains and immediately
come to their aid. All human rights
violations should be addressed at
the family level first, then at the
parish level, and finally at the socieDecember-January BORN 51
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ty level. Managing dysfunctional
families is the basis for a peaceful
society where love takes precedence over hatred and enmity to
establish peace with oneself and
the other.
How?
I thank Fr. S. Chinnappan,
OMI, for his consent that I take up
the ministry of arbitration in our
Oblate parishes. Oblates in our parishes, kindly extend your support
and cooperation to light the candle
of unity, peace, and integrity in the
dysfunctional families. There are
seven steps involved to effectively
carry out this ministry of arbitration in our Oblate parishes with the
Parish Priests' help.
7 Stages
First State: Listening to plaintiff and
defendant
Second Stage: Clarifying the doubts
Third Stage: Examining
Fourth stage: Consulting the legal
experts, family counsellors, human
rights activists, and other related
experts
Fifth stage: Explaining the mistakes,
problems, issues involved
Sixth stage: Giving guidelines to
overcome

Seventh stage:
Arranging family counselling
Offering courses on anger management, time management, stress
management, finance management,
and other managements Providing
legal aid
Restoring human rights .
This Ministry of Arbitration
of St. Eugene will be assisted by the
All-India Council of Human Rights,
Liberties and Social Justice headed
by Dr. Antony Raju, Advocate on
Record, Supreme Court of India,
and the Chairman of AICHLS. As I
have obtained membership in the
All-India Council of Human Rights,
Liberties, and Social Justice with
prior permission from Fr. S. Chinnappan. The legal experts, human
rights activists, and the family
councillors will render their generous help to carry out this ministry
to establish unity, peace, and integrity in family life.
I have been given the following appointments by the AICHLS:
Honorary Member – National: All
India Council of Human Rights, Liberties and Social Justice for ten
years
Media Secretary: National Council
of News and Broadcasting for one
December-January BORN 51

55

year
Director – Operation: All India
Council of Human Rights, Liberties
and Social Justice for one year
Deputy Director – Public Grievances: National Legal Council for
Human Rights for one year
Deputy Director – Public Grievances: All India Consumer Protection Council for one year
In the first phase, from April
2021, I will be holding a meeting
with the parish priests of Oblate
parishes in Tamil Nadu to start the
Ministry of Arbitration of St. Eugene. I kindly request the Parish
Priests in our Oblate parishes to
render their enthusiastic support as
we take the initiative to reach the
dysfunctional families to nurse unity, peace, and integrity in their family life. You are most welcome to
give your valuable suggestions and
recommendations to carry out this
ministry more effectively. I thank
Fr. S. Chinnappan OMI, the provincial, for his constant support and
encouragement to start this Ministry of Arbitration of St. Eugene in
our province.
Let us march forward towards the
fullness of life!

PRAYER TO SAINT EUGENE DE
MAZENOD
The Patron Saint of Dysfunctional
Families
St. Eugene, Patron Saint of Dysfunctional Families,
come to the aid of all families who
suffer brokenness,
misunderstanding, separation, or
divorce.
You know well these difficulties
and trials
because of the separation and divorce of your own parents.
May all who suffer these family
hardships
seek your intercession to discern
more clearly
how the Light of Jesus Christ
can help them amid their darkness
and despair!
We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Say 1 Our Father...
Say 1 Hail Mary...
Say 1 Glory Be...
Fr. V. Arockiasamy, OMI
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Research Paper Presentation
Fr. Andrew Anbarasu, OMI, A
Ph.D. Research Scholar at Madras
University presented a paper on
“Compassion as the Foundation
for Hospitality and Social Justice
in Ramalinga Adigalar’s Thoughts
and Works.” This paper was presented on 19th November 2020
online. In his paper, he brought out
the compassion of Tamiz Philosopher Ramalinga Adigalar, whose
hospitality and social reforms were
based on compassion. The summary of this paper is as follows:
Compassion leads to action. Ramalinga Adigalar, a revolutionary in
the sense of expansion, experienced the compassion in his personal life and expanded through
his words and deeds.
1. Compassion
Adigalar:

of

Ramalinga

Ramalinga Adigalar realized
compassion as a need of the hour
during the 19th century; people suffered and died due to hunger. He
felt the sufferings of the people as
his own sufferings, had compassion, and made efforts to put a full
stop to the sufferings of the people
through his philosophical work
"Jivakarunyam.”
He
meant
Jivakarunyam as fulfilling the
hunger of the people. He, too, mentioned the various acts of perform-

ing Jivakarunyam.
His compassion
towards all living
beings did not
stop with mere
words but expanded through
humanitarian
actions.
2. Expansion to Hospitality
Ramalinga Adigalar started
‘Sathya Dharmasalai’ to meet the
most fundamental need of humans, the food, and to extend
hospitality. He instructed his followers on how to care for and treat
people who come for fulfilling their
hunger. Today Sathya Dharmasalai
is a monument of Ramalinga
Adigalar’s great compassion towards humanity as it still feeds daily
the needy and the hungry.
3. Expansion to Social Justice
At the time of Ramalinga
Adigalar, society was full of social
differences. Ramalinga Adigalar
was painful to see the sufferings of
the people and wanted to free them
from all these sufferings. He crafted
a marga called ‘Samarasa Suddha
Sanmarga Sathiya Sangam’ and
wanted to remove social differences and create a casteless society.
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Samarasa Suddha Sanmarga
Sathiya Sangam’ was open to all
people irrespective of caste, sects,
and religion. Ramalinga Adigalar
presented a new model of combining hospitality and social justice through this institution. The
following were the social reforms
done through this institution:

and builds up a human relationship with love. In today's context,
we could actualize compassion
through the following models.

1. Compassion as a model for Harmony

2. Compassion as a model for Extensiveness

Compassion as a model for
Food for all
Selfless Service
Condemnation
of
5. Parameters for Comcaste system
passionate Society:
 Liberation of women
In today's context,
 Education for all.
some
people are less comFor
Ramalinga
passionate because they
Adigalar, social justice
are at the micro-level.
would mean equality
Their selfishness, insensiand fraternity to all livRamalinga
Adigalar
tivity, and attachments
ing beings. He apbecome the cause for less
proached social differences and
compassion. In a sense, micro-level
inequality of his time, not with
are caught up in a small circle; they
anger or violence but with comdo not go beyond their boundary.
passion. Having compassion as the
basis, he expanded compassion to
To eradicate selfishness, inactions through hospitality and sosensitivity, and attachments, Ramacial justice.
linga Adigalar comes with these
three words Pasithru, Thanithru,
4. Compassion as A Model for
and Vizhithru, to create a greater
Harmony, Extensiveness And Selfsense of compassion in oneself.
less Service




As the basic foundation for
hospitality and social justice in Ramalinga Adigalar, compassion remains a significant model for creating a peaceful atmosphere in the
world. It promotes oneness irrespective of caste, nation, society,
and religion, focuses on fraternity,

5.1. Pasithru (Stay Hunger)
Pasithiru goes beyond the
physical aspect of hunger. It has
three implications for today’s context:
Hunger for Knowledge – Don’t remain in ignorance
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Hunger for justice, equality, and
fraternity – To create “just “in the
world.
Hunger for values – To be and become more human.
5.2. Thanithru (Stay unattached):
Thanithru is not to be aloof but to be
a dewdrop on a lotus. There is creative power in each one of us. We
need to bring uniqueness in ourselves for the development of
ourselves and others. Thanithru is
not staying away from the society
but being in the society becoming
different from others through our
acts.
5.3. Vizhithru (Stay awake):
In today's context, we get many insights and pieces of information

from modern advanced equipment.
'Stay awake' means being conscious or aware of what is going on
in and around us and work for society's welfare according to the
signs of times.
The compassion of Ramalinga
Adigalar is a reminder to all of us
to throw our selfishness, prejudice, and pride, and an invitation
to all to universal brotherhood
and oneness. His teachings are
very practical and pragmatic. If his
teachings are actualized in society,
we will experience a peaceful atmosphere within us and our surroundings and become the embodiment of compassion to one another.
Fr. Andrew Anbarasu, OMI
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Days to Remember
IN DECEMBER
Birthdays in December
02nd Fr. Bibiyan Francis
07th Fr. David Kumar Anthony
14th Fr. Harry Immanuel Abishegam
16th Fr. James Fernandes Raja
19th Fr. Basil Salakundala
20th Fr. Varaprasatham Antony Samy
23rd Fr. Ambrose Antonisamy
24th Fr. Satheesh Arockia Samy
30th Fr. Joseph Thambi Penumala

Ordination Anniversary in December
3rd Fr. Alexander Mariasavari
3rd Fr. Francis Nallappan
3rd Fr. Simeon Sebastian
3rd Fr. Joy Amal Francis
3rd Fr. Antony Raj Mariasavari
8th Fr. Benjamin Bosco Gali
11th Fr. Lawrence Mariasoosai
16th Fr. Chinnappan Sandhappan
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Days to Remember
IN JANUARY
Birthdays in January
11th Fr. Mariya Suarkkin Kaspar
21st Fr. Pauldoss Selvaraj
25th Fr. Antonysamy Jacob
27th Fr. Pragasam Paniadimai

Ordination Anniversary in January
11th Fr. Varghese Cheruparamban
13th Fr. Tomy Thomas Kalloor
17th Fr. Mariya Suarkkin Kaspar
17th Fr. Sahaya Loyola Jeniston Venanacious
17th Fr. Christopher Amalorpavam
17th Fr. John Britto Jona Dass
17th Fr. Andrews Antony Yesudoss
17th Fr. Ruban Gnanamuthu
17th Fr. Antony Alexander Maria Doss
17th Fr. Antony Vijilan Siluvai
17th Fr. Antony Benedict Vincent
17th Fr. John Kennedy Rayappan
17th Fr. Vishal George
17th Fr. Joseph Thambi Gorrumutchu
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Queen of Oblates
Pray for us

May Our Lady stay with us everyday
and may it be through her eyes
that we look out and greet
all the new people we shall meet each day
ADDRESS

St.Eugene Province, INDIA
OMI Provincialate, St.Joseph’s Bhavan,
2/17-Z Rudra Road,
St. Thomas Mount, Chennai - 16
www.omiindia.org
provincialsecretaryomiindia@gmail.com

